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6
Must-Haves for Hosting


a Basketball Tournament

1. Quality Flooring
One of the first things to consider is the 

state of the basketball court. The court 

must be level for the protection of the 

players. It must be free from cracks or 

bumps that may catch a foot and 

cause a fall. Twisted ankles are a 

common injury, but they should not 

happen due to an unsafe floor.

2. Sturdy Basketball Hoops
The hoops must have a backboard 

and a net. They should also be sturdy: 

safely mounted or weighed down when 

using portable basketball goals so as 

not to tip and injure players. The 

backboards should be made of a high-

quality material to prevent breaking.

3. Dedicated Table Space
There must be space for organizers 

and referees to track the game. This 

space is usually a table set at 

midcourt, dividing the opposing team 

benches. The table should be long 

enough to seat three people: the 

person managing the clock and 

keeping score, the person tracking 

game statistics, and possibly a referee.

4. Scoreboards and Clocks
Basketball scores can be tracked with 

electronic scoreboards or manual flip 

charts, depending on the venue and 

budget. The scoreboard and game 

clock must be visible to coaches, 

players, and spectators for accurate 

scorekeeping and clock management. 

Many electronic scoreboards combine 

both features, while smaller venues 

may use separate clocks on the 

scorer’s table.

5. Places to Sit
Each team needs a bench or chairs to 

sit on during the game. Team benches 

are on opposite sides of the score 

table. These are designated places for 

players to sit and rest when they have 

been rotated out, during timeouts, and 

during halftime. Coaches and trainers 

also sit on the benches during the 

games. Don't forget about the fans. 

Spectators need a place to sit away 

from the teams, usually on the other 

side of the court.

6. Miscellaneous Items
Other things to consider might be 

whistles for the referees, striped referee 

jerseys, light and dark jerseys for teams 

who don't have uniforms, extra 

basketballs, towels, ice for injuries, a 

first aid kit, water, and a cash box or 

credit card reader.


